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Naatu Naatu from S.S. Rajamouli’s RRR wins an 
Oscar for Best Original Song 

Naatu Naatu from 
S.S. Rajamouli’s 
period drama RRR 

has won an Oscar 
in the Best Origi-
nal Song category, 
beating the Black 
Panther: Wakanda 

Forever song Lift 
me Up by Rihana 
and Lady Gaga’s 
Hold Me Up from 
Top Gun: Maverick. 

Naatu Naatu is the 
first original song 
from an Indian pro-
duction to win this 
laurel. Composed 

by M.M. Keeravani 
and sung by Kaala 
Bhairava and Rahul 
Sipligunj, the pep-
py number received 
a standing ovation 
from audiences at 
the Dolby Thea-
tre, Los Angeles, 
earlier in the day.
The song is com-
peting against Ap-
plause from Tell It 
like a Woman (Di-
ane Warren), Hold 
My Hand from Top 
Gun Maverick (Lady 
Gaga and Blood-
Pop), (Cont. To Page 7) 

Neiphiu Rio takes oath as Nagaland CM for 
the fifth term

The Nagaland cab-
inet swearing-in 
ceremony is un-
derway, wherein 
the state’s regional 
political party Na-
tionalist Democratic 
Progressive Par-
ty (NDPP) leader 
Neiphiu Rio took 

oath as Chief Minis-
ter of Nagaland for 
the fifth term. Fur-
ther T R Zeliang, 
Y Patton take oath 
   (Cont. To Page 7) 

@barak_outlet
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Action Will be Taken Against Those Involved 
in Question Paper Leak: Pijush Hazarika

Protests against the 
examination ques-
tion papers for Gen-
eral Science went on 
throughout the day 
in different parts of 
the state of Assam 
and Minister Pijush 
Hazarika announced 
that proper action 
will be taken against 
those involved in the 
incident on Monday. 
Cabinet Minister Pi-
jush Hazarika holds 
multiple portfolios 
with the government 
of Assam includ-
ing Parliamentary 
Affairs, Water Re-
sources, Information 
& Public Relations, 
Printing & Station-
ery, Social Justice & 
Empowerment. He 

condemned the in-
cident of leaking the 
question papers on 
the General Science 
subject. Pijush Haz-
arika said, “Who-
soever has played 
with the lives of the 
students to put them 
in this situation since 
the commencement 
of the exam shall 
bear his sin. Proper 
action will be taken 
against them,” while 
adding, “We are tak-
ing the matter with 
utmost seriousness 
and proper investi-
gation will be done 
in connection to it.” 
“We are apologetic 
for whatever hap-
pened and we ac-
cept the blame. Such 
an incident should 
not have been faced 

by our students. 
We will discuss the 
matter with Ranoj 
Pegu,” Mentioned 
Pijush Hazarika.
“General Science 
examination of the 
ongoing HSLC ex-
amination sched-
uled for 13/03/2023 
has been cancelled 
by SEBA in view 
of media reports 

of leakage of the 
question paper. The 
next date will be 
announced in due 
course,” announced 
the education minis-
ter of Assam Ranoj 
Pegu. This tweet 
came just before 
midnight of Monday.
The examination 
was supposed to 
take place across 

100s of examination 
centres across the 
state on Monday. But 
with reports of the 
question paper be-
ing shared over so-
cial media and mes-
saging platforms, the 
education minister of 
the state announced 
the postponement 
of the examination
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SAI20 Engagement Group’s First Senior 
Officials Meeting Begins in Guwahati
The first meeting 
of the Senior Offi-
cials of the SAI20 
Engagement Group 
under India’s pres-
idency in the G20 
group started in Gu-
wahati today. Girish 
Chandra Murmu, the 
Comptroller and Au-
ditor General of India 
led the deliberations 
as the Chair of the 
Supreme Audit In-
stitutions-20 (SAI20) 
Engagement Group.
This event is being 
attended by 39 par-
ticipants of Nation-
al and Internation-
al delegates from 
G20 member SAIs, 
Guest SAIs and WB 
as well as invited 
organisations. SAIs 
of Australia, Brazil, 

Egypt, Indonesia, 
Oman, the Repub-
lic of Korea, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, 
Türkiye, and UAE 
also participated.

The CAG highlighted 
that the SAI20 Sen-
ior Officials Meeting 
2023 is a symbol of 
global cooperation 
and joint efforts of 
the Supreme Audit 
Institutions of all the 
member G20 coun-
tries. He said that 
the world was seized 
of multiple challeng-
es and the biggest 
ones are sustaina-
ble development. He 
further stated that 
climate change and 
its impact on biodi-
versity and food se-

curity are emerging 
challenges threat-
ening sustainable 
development goals.
While recogniz-
ing the importance 
of sustainability, 
growth and the role 
of emerging technol-
ogies, he informed 
that the SAI20 pri-
ority areas of “Blue 
Economy” and “Re-
sponsible Artificial 
Intelligence” rep-

resents the new-
age opportunities 
and concerns and 
these underline the 
need for genuine 
cooperation, CAG 
informed that in an 
effort to understand 
the global experi-
ences and initiatives 
and to know how 
external stakehold-
ers view the role of 
Audit in these areas.

Bharati-
ya Gorkha 
Parisangh 
51-member 
committee 
takes oath in 
Assam

The Silver Jubilee 
Committee elect-
ed for the session 
of 2023-2026 of the 
BharatiyaGorkhaP-
arisangh, Assam 
State was sworn in 
on Sunday at the 
Moni Kumar Sub-
baBhawan in Gu-
wahati.A 51-mem-
ber committee led 
by President Amar 
Adhikari from Gu-
wahati, Working 
President Mohan 
Lal Sharma from 
Tinsukia and Secre-
tary General Nanda 
KiratiDewan from 
Golaghat were ad-
ministered the oath 
of office and secrecy 
by National Working 
President BGP Nit-
yanandaUpadhyay 
in presence of fol-
lowing observers 
National Vice Pres-
ident BGP and In-
charge of South 
India Yam Prasad 
Ghimire, President 
of NE Zone BGP 
Dr DilipChetri and 
Ramesh Bastola, 
National Gener-
al Secretary of the 
youth wing of BGP.
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Indian Army Rescues Four Hundred Tourists 
Stranded After Heavy Snowfall

In a large-scale res-
cue mission, the In-
dian Army provided 
shelter to 400 tour-
ists in East Sikkim 
and took them to 
safety on Sunday 

(March 12) after they 
were stranded due 
to heavy snowfall. 
The tourists were 
reportedly returning 
to Gangtok from the 
Nathula and Tsomgo 

Lakes on Saturday 
(March 11) evening. 
The Indian Army pro-
vided shelter, medi-
cal aid, warm cloth-
ing, and food to the 
stranded tourists.

According to the po-
lice, approximate-
ly 900 tourists who 
were travelling back 
to the Sikkim capi-
tal from Nathula and 
Tsomgo Lake on 
Saturday evening 
were stuck due to 
heavy snowfall.
This unexpected 
delay affected 89 
vehicles, and au-
thorities were work-
ing with the Army 
to conduct a safe 
evacuation process. 
Fifteen vehicles had 
been rescued by 
Saturday evening, 

India’s Nation-
al Security Be-
ing Compro-
mised?

Top Opposition 
leaders, including 
former Congress 
chief Rahul Gan-
dhi, on Wednesday 
launched a renewed 
attack on the govern-
ment over a media 
report claiming that 
a key Adani Group 
investor is also the 
co-owner with the 
conglomerate in a 
defence firm. The 
Congress Wayanad 
MP asked why In-
dia’s national secu-
rity is being “com-
promised” by giving 
control of strategic 
defence equipment 
to unknown foreign 
entities.A report in a 
leading newspaper 
claimed that ELARA 
India Opportunities 
Fund (Elara IOF), a 
venture capital fund 
managed by Elara 
Capital, is one of the 
top four entities reg-
istered in Mauritius 
that holds shares 
predominantly in 
Adani Group com-
panies.According to 
the report, records 
show that along with 
the Adani Group, it 
is a promoter en-
tity in a defence 
company, Bengalu-
ru-based Alpha De-
sign Technologies 
Private Limited.

UP Man Kills Father Over Property Dispute 
Chops His Body Into Pieces

In a shocking inci-
dent, a man allegedly 
killed his 62-year-old 
father over a proper-
ty dispute here in Ut-
tar Pradesh`s Gora-
khpur, police said on 
Sunday. According 
to the police, follow-
ing the murder, the 
30-year-old murder 
accused allegedly 
chopped the victim`s 
body into pieces to 
fit it into a suitcase 
and dispose of it.
The incident oc-
curred in SurajKund 
colony under Tiwari-
pur police station lim-
its late on Saturday 
night. Police lodged 

a case on Sun-
day after Prashant 
Gupta, the broth-
er of the accused, 
approached police 
with a complaint.
The deceased has 
been identified as 
MurliDhar Gupta, fa-
ther of the accused. 
The accused, iden-
tified as Santosh 
Kumar Gupta alias 
Prince has been ar-
rested, SP (city) Kr-
ishna Kumar Bish-
noi said. SP said 
the murder was the 
fallout of a prop-
erty dispute in the 
family.”Finding him 
alone at home, the 
accused attacked 
the victim with a 

hammer. The victim 
died on the spot. 
Then brought a suit-
case from brother`s 
room and kept the 
pieces of the body 
in a bag and hid it 
in the street behind 
the house”. ”On the 
information of the 

accused`s brother, 
the police recovered 
the body parts and 
sent them for post-
mortem,” the official 
added.Further in-
vestigation has be-
gun, official added
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Bilawal Bhutto Admits Pakistan Unable To Get UN At-
tention On Kashmir

Pakistan`s Foreign 
Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari has 
admitted that Islam-
abad has been un-
able to get Kashmir 
to the “centre” of the 
UN agenda and In-
dia`s diplomacy is 
able to scuttle its ef-
forts. “We face a par-
ticularly uphill task to 
try and get Kashmir 
onto the centre of the 
agenda at the Unit-
ed Nations,” he said 
on Friday at a news 
conference here.
New Delhi “strongly 
object vociferously 
object and they per-
petuate a post facto 
narrative” to shut out 
Kashmir, he said. Pa-

kistan stands virtu-
ally alone at the UN, 
raising the Kashmir 
issue whenever it 
speaks, whether it 
is about the status 
of women or Rus-
sia`s invasion of 
Ukraine, without rel-
evance to the topic.
Besides Pakistan, 
Turkey was the 
only other country 
in the 193-member 
to mention Kash-
mir at last year`s 
high-level General 
Assembly meeting, 
but it was a muted 
reference by Pres-
ident RecipTayyip 
Erdogan who said 
without any criticism 
of India that it was 
unfortunate that the 
problem persisted 

after 75 years and 
expressed hope for 
permanent peace.
The last time Kash-
mir got any atten-
tion at the Security 
Council was in 2019 
soon after Kash-
mir`s special consti-
tutional status was 

stripped away, and 
that was at a secret 
session convened at 
the behest of China 
and the members 
could not agree 
on any statement.
Reflecting the state 
of the attitude of Pa-
kistan towards India, 

Bilawal stumbled 
in his attempts to 
refer to India, start-
ing with “our friends 
within...” then trying 
“with our friend... 
our... our...” and 
then backtracking to 
settle on “our neigh-
bouring countries”.

Former President Donald Trump will release a new book next month 

Donald Trump will 
release a new book 
next month that fea-

tures letters from 
celebrities and poli-
ticians written to him 
through the years. 
“Letters to Trump” 

includes private cor-
respondence with 
former presidents 
including Barack 
Obama, George W. 

Bush, and Richard 
Nixon, along with 
celebrities like Op-
rah Winfrey and 
Michael Jackson.
Letters from former 
Brazilian President, 
Princess Diana, 
Michael Jackson
There are letters 
from the late Prin-
cess Diana, as well 
as foreign leaders, 
including former Bra-
zilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro and North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un.
The letters serve, in 

part, as a time cap-
sule from an era 
before Trump be-
came a polarizing 
political figure, when 
he was still a New 
York celebrity only 
flirting with running 
for office. They also 
feature a collection 
of strongmen with 
whom Trump has 
kept in touch since 
leaving office and 
as he wages a third 
White House run.
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Arvind Kejriwal Says AAP Will Contest On All 230 Seats 
In MP, Promises Free 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said 
that his AamAad-
mi Party (AAP) will 
contest on all 230 
seats in the upcom-
ing Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly Elections 
and promised free 
power, education 
and healthcare if 
his party is voted to 
power in the BJP-
ruled state. Madhya 
Pradesh. Address-
ing a public rally at 
DussehraMaidan in 
BHEL here, Kejriwal 
also announced the 
AAP government will 
regularize the servic-
es of employees and 
end corruption in 
the state. “Just give 
me an opportunity 

to bring a change to 
serve you. I will pro-
vide free power in 
Madhya Pradesh like 
Delhi and Punjab,” 
the AAP leader said.
The Delhi CM high-
lighted the perfor-
mance of AAP gov-
ernments in Delhi 
and Punjab and 
urged people to vote 
the party to power 
in Madhya Pradesh, 
where elections 
are due later this 
year. Kejriwal is ac-
companied by his 
Punjab counterpart 
Bhagwant Mann. 
Delhi Chief Minis-
ter attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying that he 
is afraid of the AAP 

and that he (PM) 
would suffer heavily 
in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections. “Modiji 
is afraid of AAP as 
the way we have 
performed in Guja-
rat, like challenging 
a tiger in its den and 
the way people sup-
ported us..,” Kejriwal 

told reporters out-
side the state hang-
ar when asked about 
ruling BJP targeting 
opposition leaders 
in the country. In last 
year’s Gujarat elec-
tions, the BJP won 
a record 156 seats 
in the 182-member 
house. AAP opened 

its account in the 
state with five seats 
and a vote share of 
nearly 13 per cent. . 
It had fielded 1,500 
candidates for local 
body polls and the 
party managed to 
win the mayor’s post 
in Singrauli in the 
state’s Vindh region.

LeT Terrorist Arrested With Arms And Ammo 
In Jammu And Kashmir’s Sopore

The Indian Army 
and J&K police on 
Tuesday arrested 
an active terrorist 
of Lashkar-e-Taiba 
along with arms and 
ammunition in Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s 
Sopore. In a state-
ment, a J&K police 
official said “Based 
on specific input re-
garding the pres-
ence of a terrorist 
in MadinaBaghMoh, 
Dangerpura area, 
a joint cordon and 

search operation 
was launched by 
Sopore Police and 
Army (22RR).” As 
the initial cordon 
was being laid, a 
terrorist was spotted 
trying to run away 
and attempting to 
break the cordon, 
taking cover of nar-
row lanes by-lanes 
and congested are-
as. The movement 
was passed to all 
the troops and de-
pending on the infor-
mation the mission 
leader re-organised 

the inner cordon. 
Assessing the sit-
uation the vigilant 
troops displayed sit-
uational awareness, 
extreme restraint, 
and exceptional fire 

control in not open-
ing the fire. The alert 
troops of the joint 
team managed to 
nab the terrorist alive 
thereby display-
ing great synergy.
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Naatu Naatu from S.S. Rajamouli’s RRR wins an Oscar for Best Original Song 

Lift Me Up from 
Black Panther 
Wakanda Forev-
er (Tems, Rihanna, 
Ryan Coogler and 
Ludwig Goransson), 
This Is a Life from 
Everything Every-
where All at Once 
(Ryan Lott, David 
Byrne and Mitski).
The song was also 
performed on the 
Oscars stage by 

Rahul Sipligunj and 
Kaala Bhairava. 
However, Ram Cha-
ran and Jr NTR did 
not perform stage. 
Deepika Padukone 
introduced the per-
formance, which 
received a stand-
ing ovation at the 
ceremony. You 
can watch it here:

Choreographed by 
Prem Rakshith, the 
song’s hook steps 

became a rage 
around the world. 
In an earlier chat 
with indianexpress.
com, the choreog-
rapher shared that 
he composed “more 
than 118 steps for 
this song.” He cred-
ited director SS Ra-
jamouli and said, 
“I have done more 
than 1000 songs but 
those songs never 
went to Oscars. Be-
cause of this movie 
(RRR), it went there. 
Otherwise, I can’t 
imagine going there. 
It is because RRR is 
so good and the way 
it is presented that 
everyone has en-
joyed the movie and 
the song. I am so 

thankful to Rajamou-
li sir. This is his vision 
and his hard work.”
In a recent chat 
with Vanity Fair, Ra-
jamouli spoke about 
Prem Rakshith’s 
work on the song 
and shared, “He had 
a difficult job as I told 
him that the song 
should (look) nice, 
the steps shouldn’t 
be too difficult so 
people can also rep-
licate, and it should 
suit the style of the 
actors. You won’t 
believe this, but 
Prem came up with 
more than 100 var-
iations for the hook 
line of Naatu Naa-
tu, so credit to him.” 
The song was shot 

at Mariinskyi Pal-
ace in Kyiv, Ukraine.
M.M. Keeravani’s 
acceptance speech 
was also musical. 
He broke into Top 
of the World by The 
Carpenters before 
describing Naatu 
Naatu as the pride 
of India. He thanked 
Rajamouli for giving 
him an opportuni-
ty to work in RRR. 
“I grew up listening 
to The Carpenters, 
and here I’m with 
an Oscar,” he said. 
RRR was released 
in March 2022 and 
became a mas-
sive box office hit, 
grossing Rs 1,144 
crore worldwide. 

Neiphiu Rio takes oath as Nagaland CM for 
the fifth term

As deputy CMs 
of Nagaland, oth-
er members of Rio 
cabinet were also 
sworn-in by Gov-
ernor La Ganesan.
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Nagaland 
Governor La Gane-
san, BJP President 
JP Nadda and As-
sam CM Himanta 
Biswa Sarma wit-
ness the oath-taking 
ceremony in Kohima.
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is on 

a two-day visit to 
the northeastern 
states of Megha-
laya, and Nagaland 
and is attending the 
swearing in cere-
mony of Conrad 
Sangma-led govern-
ment in Meghalaya 
and Neiphu Rio-led 
council of minis-
ters in Nagaland.
Rio will be leading an 
all-party government 
with no opposition 
in his state even as 
the central govern-
ment continues talks 
with former rebels 
of the NSCN (IM) to 
finalise a long-await-
ed peace accord 

in the border state.
The NDPP-BJP coa-
lition, in the recently 
concluded Nagaland 
polls, won 37 seats 
in the 60-mem-
ber Assembly.
All other parties in the 
state subsequently 
extended their let-
ters of support to 
the Rio-led alliance.
Notably, a history 
was scripted in Na-
galand when the 
state elected its 
first women legisla-
tors in its 60 years 
of statehood. The 
state, which has 
had 13 Assemblies 
so far, never had a 

woman MLA before 
Thursday’s result.
The two women law-
makers - Hekhani 
Jakhalu and Salhou-
tuonuo Kruse of the 
ruling NDPP defeat-
ed the sitting MLAs 
in Western Anga-
mi and Dimapur-III 
seats respectively.
The Nationalist 
Democratic Pro-
gressive Party 
(NDPP) and the BJP 
fought the February 
27 election for the 
60-member state as-
sembly with a 40:20 
seat-sharing formula 
and won 25 and 12 
constituencies re-

spectively to return 
to power for the sec-
ond time in a row.
Since the com-
mencement of 
election campaign, 
both NDPP and 
BJP had project-
ed 72-year-old Rio 
as their chief min-
isterial candidate.
In the 2018 elec-
tion, the NDPP and 
the BJP had con-
tested the assem-
bly election with 
the same formula 
and won 18 and 12 
seats respectively.
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Teaching Empathy 
to Health Profes-
sions Students

A key component of 
therapeutic relation-
ships is the ability of 
medical profession-
als to empathize with 
patients, as research 
indicates a link be-
tween a healthcare 
worker’s ability to em-
pathize with patients 
and improved patient 
outcomes. Empathy - 
the ability to perceive 
the meaning and feel-
ings of another and to 
communicate those 
feelings to others - 
may be an innate con-
cept, but it is shaped 
through behaviours 
and experiences. It 
is imperative, then, 
that post-secondary 
students entering 
the medical field be 

taught to develop em-
pathy in order to facil-
itate positive patient 
outcomes. Embed-
ding empathy-based 
education in the cur-
riculum of medical, 
nursing, and allied 
health programs early 
in the course of study 
can help students un-
derstand the patient’s 
perspective and fa-
cilitate positive ther-
apeutic relationships 
early in students’ 
professional careers. 
The shift from tradi-
tional teaching and 
learning styles to 
online learning has 
created deficiencies 
such as gaps in com-
munication, empathy, 



9INFORMATIONMar 8-Mar 14 ,2023

Samsung responds to fake 
moon photo controversy

Samsung has pub-
lished a blog post 
that seems to be 
in response to a vi-
ral Reddit post that 
showed how the 
company’s software 
seemingly adds a lot 
of non-existent detail 
to photos of the Moon
The blog post is a 
lightly edited trans-
lation of a similar 
blog post in Kore-
an posted by the 
tech giant last year.
In the viral post, Red-
dit user ibreakphotos 
explained how they 
believed the “Sam-
sung space zoom 
shots are fake.” Ac-
cording to the user, 
they downloaded a 
high-resolution im-
age of the Moon 
and downsized it 
while also adding 
a Gaussian blur to 
remove all details.
They then displayed 
the image on their 
monitor in full screen 
and turned off all the 
lights in the room 
before moving to 
the other end of the 
room and taking a 
picture of the screen 
with their Samsung 
phone. The phone 
then seemingly add-
ed a lot of details 
where there is none.
“I have to stress this: 

there’s a difference 
between additional 
processing a la su-
per-resolution, when 
multiple frames are 
combined to recover 
detail which would 
otherwise be lost, 
and this, where you 
have a specific AI 
model trained on a 
set of moon images, 
in order to recognize 
the moon and slap 
on the moon texture 
on it,” wrote ibreak-
photos in their Red-
dit post. its Scene 
Optimizer feature 
combines several 
steps to generate 
better photos of the 
Moon. “AI detail en-
hancement engine,” 
which according to 
Samsung, tries to 
identify whether the 
Moon is in the image 
before “enhancing 
details” with the use 
of AIOr as Samsung 
puts it, “After Mul-
ti-frame Processing 
has taken place, 
Galaxy camera 
further harnesses 
Scene Optimizer’s 
deep-learning-based 
AI detail enhance-
ment engine to ef-
fectively eliminate 
remaining noise and 
enhance the image 
details even further.”
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King Kohli’ scores 186 to end three-year Test century drought

Indian cricketer Vi-
ratKohli has ended 
a three-year wait for 
a century by scoring 
186 runs in India’s 
first innings in their 
fourth Test match 
against Australia.
The hosts finished 
their first innings on 
571 to overhaul Aus-
tralia’s 480 and get 
a first-innings lead 
of 91 at the world’s 
biggest cricket sta-
dium in Ahmedabad 
on Sunday.
Kohli was the last 
man out after he 
fell to Todd Murphy 
in the final session 

of play as India lost 
their ninth wicket and 
ShreyasIyer did not 
bat due to back pain
Australia reached 
three for no loss with 
Travis Head get-
ting the runs while 
batting alongside 
nightwatchman Mat-
thew Kuhnemann.
Kohli ruled the 
day with his 28th 
Test ton, which he 
reached with a single 
off spinner Nathan 
Lyon in the second 
session as fans went 
wild with celebration
Appearing to tear 
up, the 34-year-
old acknowledged 
the crowd and the 

dressing room be-
fore kissing the lock-
et on his gold chain 
as he smiled and 
looked up to the sky.
The former India 
captain now has 75 
international tons 

across three inter-
national formats.
‘King Kohli’
Dubbed “King Kohli” 
by his fans, the play-
er is one of cricket’s 
biggest names. He 
admitted last year 

to mental health 
struggles as his 
magic with the bat 
deserted him. He 
also lost the Indian 
captaincy, one of the 
most high-pressure 
jobs in world sport.

Barak Valley’s SauravDey from Karimganj to 
Take Part in BCCI U-19 Camp

ISauravDey, a 
young cricketer 
from Assam’s Ka-
rimganj region has 
been accepted for 
the BCCI Under-19 
camp taking place 
in Pondicherry. As 
per reports, the 

Assam Cricket As-
sociation received 
notification of this 
via a letter from the 
BCCI. From April 24 
to May 18, 2023, the 
U-19 (boys) camp 
will be held under 
the auspices of the 
NCA and BCCI.
According to the in-

formation provided, 
the players on the 
list from the con-
cerned association 
that is attached have 
been chosen by the 
All India Junior Se-
lection Committee 
to attend the afore-
mentioned camp.
 The message add-
ed, “You are re-
quested to notify 
the selected play-
ers to report to their 
respective sites on 
April 23, 2023.” The 
NCA should be no-
tified right away if a 
player is unfit, ac-
cording to the BC-
CI’s request in the 
letter for the ACA to 

verify the players’ 
physical condition 
for the camp. Speak-
ing of SauravDey, 
he competes for the 
NSSA squad from 
Karimganj, and they 
qualified after taking 
second place in the 
Zonal Champion-
ship and winning the 
district round. Ac-
cording to reports, 
A p u r n a N a r z a r y 
was stunned for 
a moment when 
head coach May-
mol Rocky revealed 
that she will be cap-
taining the squad 
in the AFC U-20 
Asian Cup Qualifiers 
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Sania Mirza Grateful For PM Narendra Modi’s Heart 
Touching Letter

In your excellence, 
the world saw a 
glimpse of India’s 
sporting prowess,” 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi told 
Sania Mirza while 

congratulating the 
legendry athlete for 
her glorious career 
in which she illus-
trated that “more 
women can pursue 
tennis and excel in 

it”. Sania, who won 
six Grand Slam titles 
in her career, bid 
adieu to the game 
last month in Dubai, 
where she played 
her final tournament.
In his congratulatory 
message to Sania, 
the PM conveyed 
that Sania has left 
an indelible mark on 
Indian sports, inspir-
ing the coming gen-
eration of athletes. 
Sania posted the let-
ter, dated March 9, 
on her twitter handle.
“Tennis lovers will 
find it difficult to 
fathom that you will 
not be playing pro-
fessionally now on-
wards,” wrote Modi.

Sania thanked the 
PM for the gesture.
“I would like to thank 
you Honorable Prime 
Minister @narendra-
modi Ji for such kind 
and inspiring words. 
I have always taken 
great pride in repre-
senting our country 
to the best of my 
ability and will con-
tinue to do whatever 
I can to make India 
proud. Thank you 
for your support,” 
said Sania, for-
merly ranked world 
No.1 in doubles.
The PM wrote that 
Sania’s success 
filled every Indians’ 
heart with pride.
“When you an-

nounced a ‘Life Up-
date’ on 13th Janu-
ary, you wonderfully 
expressed your jour-
ney from a six-year-
old who had to liter-
ally fight her way to 
the (tennis) courts to 
a world class tennis 
player in the sub-
sequent years. You 
wrote about how 
the biggest honour 
for you has been to 
win medals for India. 
I can say that you 
are India’s pride, 
whose success has 
filled hearts and 
minds of every In-
dian with utmost 
joy,” Modi wrote.

MC Mary Kom Wants To Compete At Asian Games 2023, 
Says ‘I’ll Be Forced To Retire Next Year’

Racing against 
time to get fit, six-
time world champi-
on boxer MC Mary 
Kom is targeting the 
Asian Games 2023 
as her swansong in 
the ring before she 
is ‘forced’ to retire 
next year. The vet-
eran boxer, who had 
torn her anterior cru-
ciate ligament after 
twisting her left knee 
during the Common-
wealth Games 2022 
selection trials last 
year, underwent a 
reconstructive sur-

gery to repair the 
ACL tear in August.
“What happened 
during the Com-
monwealth Games 
trials was very un-
fortunate. I suffered 
a major injury and 
I had to undergo a 

surgery,” Mary said 
at the unveiling of 
the Indian team jer-
sey ahead of the 
women’s World Box-
ing Championship 
2023. “I’m trying to 
come back soon. 
Because I have only 

this year, next year 
I’ll be forced to re-
tire. So this year I 
want to compete in 
any competition be-
fore the retirement.”
According to the 
rules, the maximum 
participation age for 

a boxer is 40 years 
and the Manipuri will 
turn 41 in Novem-
ber. “I don’t want to 
retire at all. I want to 
compete for the next 
five years, but above 
40, we can’t com-
pete, that is the rule.


